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Morse, Bob

From: Mary Anne Kowalski <maryannekowalski@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 8:59 AM
To: Morse, Bob; melissa.sweet@dec.ny.gov; Sergott, Mark S (HEALTH)
Subject: FW: [New post] State Officials Ordered Groundwater Tests for Toxic PFAS at 140 Sites; 

Locations and Results Held Under Wraps

 Fyi 

  

Mary Anne KowalskiMary Anne KowalskiMary Anne KowalskiMary Anne Kowalski 

315-759-3761 

  

From: Water Front- Peter Mantius [mailto:comment-reply@wordpress.com]  

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 10:33 AM 

To: maryannekowalski@gmail.com 

Subject: [New post] State Officials Ordered Groundwater Tests for Toxic PFAS at 140 Sites; Locations and Results Held 

Under Wraps 

  

Peter Mantius posted: "ALBANY, April 15, 2019 — State-ordered groundwater tests for a class of cancer-causing chemicals 
known as PFAS have been conducted at 140 sites across the state, but the tests results — and even the locations of the testing 
— are being held under wraps. "  
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by Peter Mantius  

ALBANY, April 15, 2019 — State-ordered groundwater tests for a class of cancer-causing chemicals 

known as PFAS have been conducted at 140 sites across the state, but the tests results — and even the 

locations of the testing — are being held under 

wraps.  

PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) are commonly found in foams used to fight petroleum fires 

and in a wide range of household products, including Teflon and Scotchguard. They are an urgent 

nationwide health threat with danger levels in drinking water measured in parts per trillion. 

The groundwater tests were prompted by results of a voluntary statewide survey launched in 2016 of 

airports, fire training sites, manufacturers and others facilities that “used, stored, disposed of or 

manufactured PFAS-containing materials.”  

Nearly 800 facilities responded to PFAS questions posed by the state Department of Environmental 

Conservation. The agency claims a 95 percent response rate. 

“Facilities mapped within a half-mile of a (regulated public water supply) or private supply well were 

evaluated in greater detail for possible well-sampling,” the DEC said in a statement to WaterFront last 

week. 

“Sampling has included testing of existing wells on the facilities and public and private wells proximate to 

the facilities,” the agency added. “As of December 2018, at least one sampling event has occurred at or 

near all 140 that require sampling.” 
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The DEC declined to provide a list of the 140 sites or details of the test results to WaterFront, which has 

filed a Freedom of Information Law request for that data. But a response could take weeks or even 

months and won’t necessarily provide all the information 

requested.   

PFAS burst into view as a toxic threat in New York State in late 2015. That’s when the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency ordered officials in Hoosick Falls, a village 30 miles northeast of Albany, to tell 

residents that it was unsafe to drink from the public water supply.  

Hoosick Falls resident Michael Hickey had uncovered the problem months earlier. Suspicious of local 

drinking water after his father died from cancer, he ordered private tests, which revealed elevated levels of 

PFAS. 

For several months, local and state officials downplayed the problem until the  EPA’s federal order forced 

their hands.  
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Since then, Hoosick Falls has been declared a superfund site. Its water supply is now filtered by 

equipment supplied by the plastics company that’s been blamed for the contamination, Saint-Gobain 

Performance Plastics.  

Meanwhile, the state Department of Health has offered free blood tests for those “who wish to participate.” 

But the DOH has been stingy about providing details of risks to drinking water at other sites.  

For example, DOH has not responded to a March 1, 2019 letter from the environmental group Seneca 

Lake Guardian requested an update on a DOH-confirmed PFAS groundwater plume in Romulus that is 

“moving south and southwest toward Seneca Lake.”

 

Neither did the agency respond to a list of questions on PFAS from WaterFront on April 8. The agency’s 

spokesperson, Erin Silk, had said, “I’ll have these for you today,” on April 10, and, “This information is 

being finalized” on April 11, but then went silent. 

Meanwhile, the DEC asserts that the Cuomo Administration has been moving aggressively, if quietly, to 

combat the PFAS threat. 
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— On April 5, state officials approved a plan sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense to further 

investigate the Romulus plume that may threaten Seneca Lake. Work is expected to begin the week of 

May 6, the agency said.  
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— As of December 2018, the state had collected more than 32,000 gallons of fire-fighting foam from 

municipal fire and emergency response departments. 

— Gov. Andrew Cuomo's Drinking Water Quality Council, formed in September 2017, recently set a 

health advisory level of 20 parts per trillion for PFOA and PFOS, two common PFAS substances the state 

classified as hazardous in 2016. That equates to roughly one drop in an Olympic-size swimming pool. The 

state health limit is well below the EPA’s health advisory threshold of 70 ppt for those two substances. 

— The DEC is requiring responsible parties statewide to sample their “legacy superfund sites” (those 

deemed a significant threat and those classified as cleaned up) for PFAS and 1,4-dioxane for possible 

further remediation. “Of the nearly 1,500 legacy sites for which sampling has been required, nearly half 

have completed groundwater sampling and 33 percent have completed the assessment of need for further 

action,” the DEC said.  

— The recent state budget includes $200 million earmarked to help municipal water systems build, 

replace or repair facilities to better handle emerging contaminants, including PFOA and PFOS. That’s part 

of a multi-year, multi-billion-dollar state grant program for water infrastructure. 

But the state and federal rules governing the PFAS class of chemicals are limited and advisory rather than 

strictly enforceable.  

And they only address two of the dozens of chemicals in the PFAS family. While manufacturers have 

been phasing out PFOA and PFOS, they may yet turn to other PFAS variants that aren’t regulated at all, 

health advocates warn. 

In 2016, federal and state officials launched comprehensive surveys aimed at outlining the scope of the 

PFAS problem. 
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The Department of Defense ordered groundwater tests at 664 military sites across the country where 

firefighting foam had been used. Test results showed highly elevated levels of PFOA and PFOS at the 

former Seneca Army Depot in Romulus and at several other military sites in the state — up to 92,900 ppt 

at one Romulus site, or more than 4,600 times the state health advisory level. 

The state DOH has acknowledged testing 22 private wells in the vicinity of the depot’s hot spots and found 

that no water samples exceeded the federal limit. But two private wells on a dairy farm to the south and 

west of the high contamination zone reportedly tested at 40 ppt, twice the state 

limit.  

The DOH declined to respond to a question from WaterFront on whether it had conducted studies on 

PFAS contamination of deer, fish, cattle or crops. Other states have conducted such studies on plants and 

animals. 

Neither did the DOH say whether it had notified the public or local officials at any of the 140 sites where 

the DEC had recently mandated drinking water tests. 
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Even if tests at some of those sites show elevated levels of PFOA and PFOS contamination, the health 

risk to those communities is not at all clear. 

The DOH said last May that it had found no statistically significant increase in the types of cancers 

associated with PFAS exposure around Hoosick Falls, where tests showed PFAS levels ranging up 540 

ppt, or 27 times the state’s health advisory limit.  

But as WaterFront reported in November, canvassers working in a Bennington College survey of the 

Hoosick Falls area found 31 incidences of kidney cancer, 11 cases of testicular cancer, 231 people with 

thyroid disease, 71 incidents of ulcerative colitis and 35 cases of pregnancy-induced hypertension. 

While neither the DEC nor the DOH are commenting on which communities have been targeted for water 

sampling to screen for PFAS contamination, it is possible to make educated guesses about likely targets. 

The raw survey results are available on the DEC website. They include lists of the facilities that 

acknowledged using, storing or manufacturing PFAS. 

For example, Finger Lakes airports in Rochester, Syracuse, Binghamton, Ithaca, Elmira, Penn Yan and 

Canandaigua all answered yes when asked whether they had stored a class of firefighting foam likely to 

contain PFAS. The Elmira, Ithaca and Rochester airports admitted they also used 

it.   

Fire training centers in Binghamton, Ithaca and Syracuse, among others, acknowledged both storing 

firefighting foam and using it in training exercises. 

The New York Academy of Fire Science in Montour Falls admitted storing the foam, but said it didn’t know 

whether it had ever used it or if it had ever been spilled or leaked. 
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Among manufacturers in the greater Finger Lakes region, several Eastman Kodak Co. sites in Rochester 

admitted both storing and using firefighting foam, as did Simplex Manufacturing in Auburn and Surface 

Finish Tech. in Elmira, among others. 

Several dozen bulk storage facilities in the region admitted storing firefighting foam, and a handful said 

they’d used it, including Arkema Inc. in Piffard, Evans Chemetics in Waterloo, Lockheed Martin Corp. in 

Oswego, Bristol-Myers Squibb in Syracuse, Xerox in Webster and Sunoco Partners in Rochester and 

Warmers. 

In February, the state filed suit in Supreme Court in Albany against PFAS product manufacturers 3M Co., 

Tyco Fire Products, Chemguard Inc. and Buckeye Fire Equipment 

Co.  

The suit cites reported PFOA and PFOS contamination at airport, industrial and firefighting training sites 

around the state, including  Momentive Performance Materials in Waterford, SI Group in Rotterdam 

Junction, AMRI Rensselaer and Empire Generating in Rensselaer, the Floyd Bennett Memorial Airport in 

Warren County, and at the Hamilton County Fire Training Center in Lake Pleasant, in the Adirondacks. 

Peter Mantius | April 15, 2019 at 2:33 pm | Categories: Uncategorized | URL: https://wp.me/p97bKo-AX  
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